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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LIMA 05152 122233Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO HA-05 L-03 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 
NSAE-00 PA-02 ICA-20 SP-02 /057 W 

035966 130353Z/15 

R 1221 10Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY LIMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 438 

UNCLAS LIMA 5152 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM, PINT, PE 
SUBJECT: DETAINEES 

1 . INTERIOR MINISTER FERNANDO VELIT SABATTINI, IN A PRESS CONFERENCE 
FOLLOWING A PIP CEREMONY ON JUNE 10, DENIED EMPHATICALLY THE 
"TENDENTIOUS" RUMORS TO THE EFFECT THAT THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE ARE STILT. 
DETAINED AS A RESULT OF MAY DISTURBANCES AND GENERAL STRIKE. HE 
SAID THAT THE NUMBER OF DETAINEES, INCLUDIG STRIKING 
TEACHERS ARRESTED FOR "AGITATION," IS "UNDER 
30." (VELIT HAD DECLARED EARLIER THAT SOME 1,200 PERSONS HAD 
BEEN DETAINED IN THE WAKE OF THE MAY 22-23 STRIKE.) THE MINISTER 
CLARIFIED THAT THOSE WHO REMAIN IN DETENTION ARE "TRUELY 
RESPONSIBLE" FOR THE DISRUPTIVE STRIKE. HE ADDED THAT THE 
SITUATION OF DETAINED (AND DEPORTED) CANDIDATES TO THE CONSTITUENT 
ASSEMBLY WILL BE DECIDED BY THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF THE GOP. 
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